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OEHUAH REPORT OH ALLEGED OEHIAH AND ALLIED " i "~ 



During the fourth week in September 194S_JLaahar, Genrunn 
Minister Jj: Born. is c.oid to liave statod that in his opinion 
the report of the supposedly reliable agent* which had boon 
cccmunicate-.: to the Navy high Command and according to which 
British and American representatives had conferred wit h General 
^Gulsan+n concerning the right of way through Switzerland was 
not correct.. To begin with, a successful landing in northern 
Italy cr on the Mediterranean coast between Sur P.cno and Spesia 
would cause tho onaay to cro<*s the Saint Bernard and the Simplon 
Pusses ins tead of attempting on invasion via tho mountain passes 
of the St. Gotthardt, Sialoje end Bernina, which Xochibr included 
among thj eastern Swiss mountain passes. Only the Gotth&rdt and 
the Simpler, had efficient railroads. Tho line croaking the 
Bernina pass was a oingld gauge tourist railroad and was merely 
the connecting link between the Valtlina and the Sngadine. 

. f S? * 

For reasons which Eooher had repeatedly expounded he did 
not belie?? that Switzerland would put up merely a sham fight 
against British and Amor la an invaders. Switzerland’s neutrality 
policy, which was axicoatic with the Swiss, did not permit 
such dishonest procoduro. The large majority of the Swiss people 
wore anaro of the fact that & surrender of their neutrality aftor 
a shorn fight would aeon the end of their existence as an Lndo- 
pondent nation, regardless of who was victor among the Allies. 

In Kooher's opinion it wao not ce^jrect to imply that according 
to Swiss opinion Germany wrs no longer; strong enough to invade 
Switzerland us a preventive measure' and to occupy hor mountain 
passes. Despite temporary setbacks the reapeot for the continued 
efficiency of the German Wehmaoht was still sc deep that the 
Swiss were well aware of the riskiness, of the political game 
with which they wore credited by this supposedly reliable agent 
of the Tfehrnaoht High C oon and . Xooher supposed that the agent’s 
report resulted indirectly f ren a statement by the social 
democratic Sat ional Councillor, Gruber, t o the off sot that ha 
placed 'tho frs acica of on.” «oriu over unu above his country's • 
independent. Swiss public opinion had branded this 'statement j, 
severely. The whole cation had protested, against this utterance, 
which would entail disoiplinaiy action for the ^l^nal Councillor . 



which would entail disciplinary action for the %tional^Cou»^iIidr • ^ .*»! 



• {fisoeived V-Mann^,^ (?) ' 

■ *•: Casmander ' in Chief of Swiss 
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Koohar had oolled on the Swiss Foreign Minister, Federal 
Councillor _-Pllet-q olax f ^ and had questioned him concerning 
rumored negotiations or British and Arne r loan rep roaonta tires 
with General- Guisan. The Federal Councillor had referred 
with great emphasis to the various official statements on Swiss 
neutrality issued up to a few days previously. He had said 
that Gornaiy might rest assured that Switzerland would also 
fight an Allied invasion to the utnost and with weapon in hand. 
The Federal Councillor, who had become very excited, dropped 
the remark that the ruaors mentioned by Kocher had resulted from 
discussions early in March of that year between General Quisan 
and flS-Bripadafuh jrr 1 * a result the Gorman* 

had assumed that similar discussions were being carried on with 
the opposition parly. When Kocher had pressed the Federal 
Councillor for information on the talks between Sobellenberg 
and Guisan, ha had avoided giving a dear answer. Therefore 
Kocher suggested that Brigadefuhror Sobellenberg be offioi&lly 
interrogated, concerning his interview with the Swiss Army Com- 
mand and that Kocher be informed of the results. The interview 
in question had been mentioned by the Swiss Foreign Minister 
in the course of an official conference with Kocher and it was " 
therefore of politloal significance, the meaning of whioh must 
be comunicatod to Koohar if he was to deal with the matter 'in 
a responsible manner. 



richer concluded his remarks with the statement that history 
know of no broken politloal pledge on, the part c-f Switzerland. 

Tha Swiss had always redeemed their pledges even if this involved 
them in a hopeless situation. In Kocher’ s opinion she would. stand 
by her word even if the British and Amorioans should attack her 
southern Alpine front. 

Obergruppenfuhror Dr. Kaltenbrunner reported to Kocher as 
follows) ‘ y** • Vi’ 

On Sunday 29 August itu Mnjnr Briis t tennhnjnit^^ 

had coraunioated the following) The Swiss Minister in£the ~~ 
United States, .Srcggnann, bad arrived in the RatJ.onai^lssembly 
a few days ago with a message from the President of the United • 

S tatea . • • *** ' Roosevelt requested the Swiss. Federal Couhbil to 
make Swiss airdromes available for military aotion against 
the Gemana. 



The reaction of the Sides Government was to officially 
aaintain an attitude of neutrality, c Parallel with this; order! 
General Guisan had convened all higher axmy'leaders. :E» said" 
thit the situation was' serious . ■■■ : 



«• As of. May 1944:lis , ^ : ;;aa;'SS^0beritftt^r'ai^ : 'Hsad:of v ^.-.' ; :\^‘ 1 ;^^.:'vr->% : > 
; ’ Department <rf,;tha:ae^ty;Polio«^^ 

and was * eentenoed.^tb' 

■ *v • 
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Kaltenbrunner added to this report that on 22 September 
a Swiss First Lieutenant under ordors fro m. Senna r*. had arrived 
by plane in Berlin to tell S3 Oborfuhrer Sohellenberg that the 
United States was bringing heavy pressure on Switzerland and 
that the United States wanted Swiss airdromes. This hod plaoed 
General Guiaen in a very difficult position which be would 
counter by delaying maneuvers. Senner had emphasized the 
seriousness of the situation and would oontaot Sohellenberg again 
within the next two weeks. 

Kaltenbrunner stated that the Belch Foreign Minister re- 
quested that the Germane make their standpoint dear without 
inquiring further into the matter. 



* Unidentified 



I r~ 






^ 7-3 



SECRET 



.j \ ,, &Sy 

. ... 



